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NASHVILLE (BP) — The 
Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
voted here to request a sys- 
tematic study of the issue of 
separation of church and state 
to assist in the current two-¥ 
year Baptist Education Study 
Task (BEST). 

The Executive Committee 
asked “for more systematic 
information on church-state 
relations to be provided by 
the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs," with 


CHURCH-STATE STUDY ASKED— 


ttee Meets. 


offices in Washington, D.C. 

The request suggested that 
the study be carried forward 
as far as possible by January 
Of 1967 to aid the 24 regional 
seminars as a part of the two- 
year BEST study, and that 
the project be continued un- 
til completed for general use. 

Earlier, the 58-member SBC 
Executive Committee heard a 
lengthy report of the BEST 
Findings Committee’s analy- 
sis of the results of the first 
national study conference. 


US. SENATE REJECTS 


PRAYER 


Hayworth 

WASHINGTON (BP) — The 
U. S. Senate rejected Sen. 
Everett M. Dirksen’s (R., Il.) 
effort to amend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States to 
authorize schools and other 
government institutions to 
permit or provide for ‘‘volun- 
tary” prayers in public 
schoois. ; 

Dirksen offered his prayer 
proposal as an amendment to 
a UNICEF resolution, desig- 
nating Halloween as United 
Nations Educational Day. 

The Senate also refused to 
adopt Sen. Birch Bayh’s (D.. 
Ind.) resolution to give the 
“sense of Congress” on the 
Supreme Court's ruling 
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AMENDMENT 


against compulsory prayers 
and Bible reading in the pub- 
lie school. 

Bayh's resolution was of- 
fered as a substitute for the 
Dirksen ‘‘prayer”’ proposal. It 
would have had no legal ef- 
fect. 

Bayh's substitute proposal 
would have authorized the 
president td proclaim Thanks- 
giving day as National Pray- 
er and Meditation Week. It 
also set forth an interpreta- 
tion of the Supreme Court de- 
cisions which he claimed 
would clarify the confusion in 
the nation. 

The vote on the Bayh reso- 
lution was defeated 52 to 33. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The conference was held in 
Nashville, June 13-16, but the 
Findings Committee - report 
was not developed and re- 
leased until the September 20 
Executive Committee 
meeting. 


The Executive Committee, 
however, took no action on 
the complete Findings Com- 
mittee report, approving only 
the request that the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public 


Affairs make the study of. | 


church - state relations con- 
cerning all Baptist in- 
stitutions. 

In other major business ac- 
tions, the Executive Commit- 
tee authorized a committee 
study on the possibility of es- 
tablishing a new capital needs 
program for the convention; 
adopted two resolutions com- 
mending the new Annuity 
Board benefit programs; ap- 
proved provisions for increas- 
ing endowments of SBC semi- 
naries with less than $500,000 
in endowment; authorized 
Baptist Memoria] Hospital in 
Jacksonville, Fla., to negoti- 
ate a self-liquidating loan 
for building expansion; allo- 
cated up to $25,000 for comple- 
tion of the Baptist Education 
Study Task; and authorized 
increase in the funds availa- 


ble from the SBC Home Mis-’ 


sion Board for church exten- 
sion loans. 
The Executive Committee 
reported that its administra- 
(Continued from page 2) 


Volume LXXXVII, Number 38 


Board Approves Record 


Budget; 


The Mississippi Baptist 


es soard Monday 


erative Program budget for 
1906-67 and: elected an as- 
sociate to its Stewardship De- 
partment. 

The proposed budget of $3,- 
470,000 which will be submit- 
ted to the State Convention in 
November for approval, is an 
increase of $230,000 over the 
__ Current ‘budget. of $3,240,000. 


the newly-created. post: of as- 
sociate in the Stewardship 
Department. His decision will 
be announced later. 

Rev. John Alexander is sec- 
retary of this department, 

In other significant action 
the Board approved a recom- 
mendation of the Convention's 
Education Commission which 
would permit Blue Mountain 
College to borrow $325,000 
from private sources for the 
purpose of building a dor- 


Better Relations 
With Others Seen- 


' NASHVILLE (BP) — 
Improved relations 


Names Worker == 


makes its report to the State 


Convention through the Con- 
vention Board, and this rec- 
ommendation will be submit- 
ted to the Convention for fi- 
nal consideration. 

The new budget is divided 
into three sections, Southern 
Baptist Convention causes, 
state causes and capital 
needs: 

The new budget allocates 
‘$1,145,000 for SBC causes, an 


_The new budget designates 
$1,890,000 for state causes, an 
increase of $135,700 over the 
current figure of $1,754,300. 
Capital needs will receive 
-$435,000 from the new budget, 
an increase of $19,000 over 
the $416,500 allocated this 
year. 
State Causes Up 
In the section on state 


To Be Held Saturday 


James Frost and the entire 
field services staff of the 
Training Union Department of 
the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, will be in Mississippi 
Saturday of this week to as- 
sist the Mississippi Training 
Union Department in a series 
of teaching clinics. 

These clinics are a vital 
part of Training Union Im- 
provement Week, according 
to Kermit S. King, state di- 
rector. , 

Training Union Improve- 
ment Week is a Mississippi 
Program designed to enlist 
every association in the state 
to conduct a study program 
featuring the five new Train- 


and one mission and by 1966 the number had grown to 30 


churches and 10 missions. 


Montana Anniversary Set 


by Mississippi Baptists. 


ter 


“pi 


‘TU Teaching Clinics S252: 


the past five years. 
In evaluating these gains. 


Montana is a pioneer mission 
field where distances are 


center its ‘‘over-and-above” 
mission program. 

Mississippi Baptists actuai- 
ly assisted in the beginning 
of Southern Baptist work in 
the state when a student sum- 
mer mission worker from the 
state conducted a religious 
survey in 1954 in Helena that 
led to the establishing of a 
mission in that city. 

During the past five years 
a total of 200 individuals, in- 
cluding men, women and stu- 
dents, have gone to Montana 
to help in the work there in 
one capacity or another. ; 

The board in 1961 appointed 
@ Pioneer Missions Commit- 
tee which has for its purpose 
that of sponsoring pioneer 
missions activities, with spe- 


COOPERATIVE— 


Our Work In 


By Chester L. Quaries 

Several years ago Dr. Wil- 
lis Ray, then Executive Sec- 
retary of the Baptist Gener- 
al Convention of Colorado, in- 
vited the Mississippi Execu- 
tive Secretary, Editor W. C. 
Fields, and Associate Execu- 


- tive Secretary Joe.T, Odie to 


tion. 

Later 
tary was invited to visit 
churches in North Dakota and 
Montana and preach in them. 
This was done immediately 
after speaking for a week in 
Kansas where the Secretary 
spoke daily in the week long 
Kansas Southern Baptist As- 


the Executive Secre- 


cial emphasis on Montana. 
Claude Townsend of Florence 
is chairman. 

This committee has worked 
in close cooperation with the 
Brotherhood Department of 
the Convention Board | which 
has served as the coordinat- 
ing agency of the Missions 
Committee, especially in the 
promotion of the five crusades 
that have been conducted by 
Mississippi Baptist men. 

Other departments of the 
Board have also cooperated 
with the Committee in its 
program, especially the Stu- 
dent Work and WMU. 

The assistance rendered by 
{Mississippi Baptists has been 
varied. 

The laymen have made the 


pioneer work in the North- 
west. This suggestion was 


agreed upon by leadership of ® 


the Home Mission Board, the 
Colorado General Convention 
and the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board. 


The Pioneer Missions Com- 


mittee was first set up in 1961 


B. Allen, Charles Miller, 
chairman, Claude Townsend, 
Clyde C. Bryan, C. C. Ran- 
dall, Owen Cooper, M. F. 
Rayburn, Cooper Walton, 
Howard Aultman, Earl Kelly. 
The present committee is: 


Charles L. Miller, Claude ° 


Townsend, chairman, Clyde 
C. Bryan, Johnny Lee Tay- 
lor, Ralph Herrin, Owen Coop- 


crusades at their own ex- 
pense while in most cases the 
pastors who have gone have 
had their expenses paid by 
their own churches. 

During these crusades the 
men witnessed in the 
churches and missions, gave 
testimonies, organized new 
missions and assisted in nu- 
merous other ways. 

Baptist student summer 
workers from the state have 
rendered invaluable service to 
the churches and missions 
each summer. 

They have served the 
churches in many ways, lead- 
ing music, agsisting in vari- 
ous educational activities, 
taking censuses, and often 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Montana. 


er, Eugene Polk, T. Cooper 
Walton, G. A. McCoy, L. R. 
Smith, Jr., Murray Alexan- 
der, Joe Odenwald, George 
Thornton, Otis Seal, and Al- 
len O; Webb. 

’ Tt was firmly agreed from 
the beginning that Mississip- 
pi Baptists would never fail 
i 


9.. remem ber 


= oth 
mentary to theirs and with 
their approval. This policy 


research to glean the names 
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1968. 

Prayer For Peace Urged 

A plea foy Baptists to pray 
for world peace was issued 
by the president of the Souta- 
ern Baptist Convention during 
sessions of the Committee 
meeting here. 

H. Franklin Paschall of 
Nashville, president of the 
10.7 million-member conven- 
tion, asked Southern Baptists 
to join with Roman Catholics 
in praying for a just peace in 
the world. 

“The Roman Catholic 
Church will be praying for 
peace during the month of 
October,” said Paschall. ‘‘I 
should like to see Christian 
groups and all concerned in- 
dividuals join in this special 


prayer. 

“Together,” he said, “we 
may achieve: amazing re- 
sults.” 

Routh Honored 

The Committee interrupted 
its opening semi-annual busi- 
ness session here to pay trib- 
ute to Porter W. Routh of 
Nashville on his 15th anniver- 
sary as executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Executive 
Committee. 

Four speakers came to the 
platform to praise the denom- 
ination’s top executive, citing 
him as a man of impressive 

a » denominational 


P. Stagg, executive secretary 
of the Baptist Convention of 
New Mexico representing 
state Baptist convention lead- 
ership; Miss Alma Hunt, 
executive secretary of the 
SBC Woman's Missionary Un- 
ion representing SBC agency 
leaders; and Albert McClel- 
lan and W. C. Fields, both 
representing the Executive 
Committee staff. 

Then -the chairman of the 
Executive Committee’s ad- 
ministrative sub - committee, 
R. Archie Ellis of Columbia, 
S. C., presented to Dr. and 
Mrs. Routh expressions of ap- 
preciation for his’ 15 year’s 
service. 


Montana-Mississippi 


Close Ties 


was the Seventh Day Adven- 


pastorate in Casper, Wyom- 


> ing, and became the first 


te 
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for the purchase of church 
sites and the erecting of first 
units. : 

None of the many things 
done by Mississippi Baptists 


Thursday, September 29, 106 


~~ oe 
LaVerne Ashby 


dames Frost 


TU Teaching Clinics 
To Be Held Saturday 


(Continued from page 1) 
for those whe will teach lead- 
ership courses in all age 
groups, Nursery, Beginner, 
Primary, Jusior, Intermedi- 
ate, Young People, Adult, and 
General Officers. 

The clinics are designed to 
interpret properly the content 
of the new manuals which in 
many circleshave been called 
concept mamals and also to 
demonstrate effective teach- 
ing procedwes and group 
learning processes. © 

James Frost, supervisor of 
the administration unit in the 
field services section of the 
Training Union Department, 


Annuity Board - 
(Continued from page 1) 
ually during their annual 
meetings this fall. ‘“‘One state 
failing to approve the 
new Program could block its 


posed p a “history- 
making fort’ to provide 

g benefits for all 
participa’ members—min- 


isters, chufch and denomina- 
tional employees—at no extra 
cost for basic coverage. 
“Under the proposed new 
program,” he said, ‘‘disability 
benefits will jump to the same 
amoutt a member would 


Ee Fi || 
LATHE 


a 


Baptists for being a “Big . 


Brother” to Montana and the 
Colorado Baptist General 
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will be directing studies in 
“The Training Program of a 
Church,” written by Philip B. 
Harris. He will be in the clin- 
ic at Jackson. 

Bob Cook, consultant in 
Adult work, and author of the 
new adult manual, ‘‘A Church 
Training Adults,” will be in 
the clinic at Tupelo. 

Cariton Carter, consultant 
in Young People’s work, will 
represent the department in 
the clinic at Philadelphia. He 
is author of the new book for 
young people entitled ‘‘The 
Church Training Young Peo- 
ple.”” 

Bob Taylor, consultant in 
Intermediate work, author of 
the book “‘A Church Training 
Intermediates,” will lead the 
Intermediate conference at 
Hattiesburg. 

Miss Margaret Sharp, con- 
sultant in Junior work and 
author of the text for Junior 
workers throughout the con- 
vention territory will be a 
conference leader at Cleve- 
land. Her book is entitled “‘A 
Church Training Juniors.” 

Miss LaVerne Ashby, author 
of “The Primary Leadership 
Manual” and consultant in 
Primary work will be part of 
the Tupelo teaching team. 

Miss Nora Padgett, consul- 
tant in Beginner work, and 
author of “The Beginner 
Leadership Manual” will be 
at Hattiesburg. 

Miss Florrie Ann Lawton 
will lead conferences for those 
who will teach Nursery work- 
ers in the clinic at Jackson. 
Miss Lawton: is consultant in 


ing team for each regional = Trend = 
Christian world today, along 


clinic. All of these will be en- 


-IN MONTANA— 


Meffords Begin Work 
With N. Cheyennes 


Several months ago, Rev. 
and Mrs. R. L. Mefford, who 
had ministered to the Choc- 
taw Indians of Mississippi for 
a number of years, were ap- 
pointed by the Home Mission 
Board to start mission work 
among the Northern Chey- 
enne Indians in Eastern Okla- 

Bro. Mefford says concern- 
ing. the beginning of the min- 
istry in Montana, To report 
of our work here in Lame 
Deer among the Northern 
Cheyenne Indians will not re- 
quire much space. To date, 
our ministry has been one of 
personal visitation, getting 
acquainted with the people, 


Better Relations - - 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Carlson said that the New 
Testament is full of scripture 
passages that give authority 
for ‘given unity’, or the in- 
visible bond that joins all 
Christians together under the 
Lordship of Christ. 

“We would not be logical if 
we try to deny this, for we 
would be denying the authori- 
ty of Christ if we did,” Carl- 
son said. 

As other levels of unity, 
Carlson listed sociological uni- 
ty and organizational unity; 
adding that many Baptists 
are fearful of the image of a 
“super church,"’ or a “‘mono- 
lithic structure that towers 
over us.”’ 

The other speaker, Clifton 
J. Allen of Nashville, reacted 
to Carlson’s address, citing 
reasons why Baptists should 
be concerned about Christian 
unity. 

“I think we have something 

to contribute” to discussions 
on Christian unity, said Allen 
editorial secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board. 
* Allen said a leader of an- 
other denomination once told 
him that Southern Baptists 
seem to have “an awareness 
of the reality of the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ not easily seen 
in our relationships with oth- 
er Christians." 

“Wouldn’t it be wonderful,” 
said Allen, “if we could con- 
tribute a sense of the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ as a basis 
for Christian unity in this 
world?” 

“It is probably true,’’ he 
said, ‘‘that in the whole field 
of communications with Chris- 


letting them get acquainted 
with us. We have not had a 
formal Sunday service to 
date; there is no available 
meeting place that is suitable, 
and we have delayed an at- 
tempt at regular services un- 
til such can be provided. We: 
are now in the process of be- 
ginning to get together the 
material necessary to obtain 
a Mobile Chapel to serve as 
a temporary meeting place, 
we have discovered. that one 
can be obtained for slightly 
over $5,000, and it appears 
that the Indian Committee of 
the Montana Fellowship, in 
cooperation with the Colora- 
do Baptist General Conven- 
tion and the HMB may be able 
to secure one through the sale 
of bonds. This is an immedi- 
ate need and one for which 
we sincerely request prayer. 
The Mormons have just com- 
pleted an $190,000.00 building 
here in Lame Deer, which in- 
cludes, of course, their ‘“‘wor- 
ship house” and a huge rec- 
reation and dance area. We 
have discovered several 
Southern Baptist families 
working here in the Lame 
Deer, Busby area, most of 
them employed with the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs. This 
will form a sort of nucleous, 
although this could cause a 
problem; we do not want the 
mission to be identified with 
the white community and this 
could easily happen. 

“Our need here at Lame 
Deer are multiple, priority 
lists must begin with a place 
for méeting, then supplies for 
a regular church program, 
Bibles for sharing, New Tes- 
taments for the same pur- 
pose. We have a parcel of 
land leased from the tribe in 
the area of town that is build- 
ing up, there are three lots, 
almost 200 feet in total width, 
length of the lot on one side 
is 550 feet, the other’ side is 
irregular. One problem is that 
a goodly portion of the land 
is a hillside that will require 
levelling, we are some 200 
feet from the nearest sewage 
line and 400 feet from the 
nearest water line. Because 
of the depth that the “lines 
must be placed, and the sort. 
of ground that has to be dug, 
it is going to cost us nearly 
$2,000.00 to get water and sew- 
age to our property and tie- 
on to the public utilities that 
are owned by the Tri 
Council.” - 

The Meffords address is 
P.-O. Box 114 Lame Deer, 

: San Re 


to birthdays.) 


gaged in an orientation clinic with an interpretation of Q tober 3—Miss Joyce Wilk- 


at First Baptist Church, Clin- 
ton, prior to participation in 
the regional clinics. 
tr? 
This benefit, like the child's 
benefit, is payable during ear- 
ly or normal retirement, dis- 
ability or under widow provi- 
Reed said the new program 
will also simplify participa- 
tion and strengthen the over- 
all program actuarially. 
Only one certificate will be 


where Southern Baptists ought 
to fit into these contemporary 
theological currents, were 
outlined here by a Southern 
Baptist theologian. 

James Leo Garrett, profes- 
sor of Christian theology at 
Southern Seminary in Louis- 


From a historical viewpoint 
Garrett said that the 1960's 
“are a time of abrupt transi- 
tion in theology, among Rom- 
an Catholics as well as Prot- 
estants.”’ : 

The last five years have 
marked the end of an era of 
the Protestant theology of 
neo-orthodoxy, the beginning 
of a new radical theology 
commonly called the death of 
God theology, and the begin- 
ning of a new era in Roman 


Catholic’ theology, said Gar- © 


inson, faculty, Gilfoy School 
of Nursing; E. T. Jenkins, 
staff, Baptist Children’s Vil- 
lage. 
October 4—Mrs. Kathleen 
Rockenback, staff, William 
Carey College; Fred Tarp- 
Superintendent 


Mississippi College. 
October 6—Mrs. Rilla Hinton, 
College; 
Miss Ann Burnside, Baptist 
Book Store. 
October 7—Miss June Davis, 
Brotherhood, Baptist Build- 
ing; Miss Mildred Tolar, 


Baptist Record, Baptist. 


Building. 

October 8—Mrs. Aurelina M. 
Hollis, faculty, Blue Moun- 
tain College; Mrs. Marjorie 

staff, William Car- 
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Two, Hundred. Mississippi 


Women In Missions In Montana 


By Miss Edwina Robinson 
WMU Executive Secretary 


Mississippi Baptist women 


and girls have been privileged . 


to be an integral part of 
“Missions in Montana” since 
the Convention Board first de- 
cided to lead assistance to our 
friends in the “Big Sky Coun- 
try.” Women in Mississippi 
have not been able to make 
mission trips to Montana, but 
through their stewardship of 
possessions and concern, they 
have made it possible for 
some to go to be of assistance 
to women and young people 
in Southern Baptist churches 
in Montana. 

Some very meaningful days 
were experienced by the state 
WMU staff, along with some 


members of the state WMU | 


Executive Board in 1963.’ For 
two weeks during that sum- 
mer, Mississippi women pro- 
vided through the WMU Spe- 
cial Day offering for a team 
of nine conference leaders 
and a foreign missionary to 
lead methods conferences in 
Montana and to be of help to 
the associations with their 
promotion of WMU. 

The conferences were held 
in the four associations—Yel- 
lowstone, Hi - Line, Triangle 
and Treasure State—in the 
cities of Glendive, Great 
Falls, Butte and Billings. 


neiy rai 


-Montana to the world - wide 
teaching implications and the 


subsequent cultivation of con- | 


cern which are inherent in the 
program of Woman’s Mission- 


rejoice at being able to pro- 
vide a foreign missionary be- 
cause many of the women in 
the meetings had not been 
abie to hear any missionaries 
‘speak prior to that time. 


For the past three years we 
have been able to share with 
our friends in Montana as we 
have sent funds out there to 
assist with camps for young 
people and family groups. On 
two occasions we have provid- 
ed the expenses of mission- 
ary families from Mississippi 
to go out and speak in the 
Montana camps. 

In 1964 Rev. and Mrs. R. L. 
Mefford, home missionaries 
among the Mississippi Choc- 
taws, were the missionary 
speakers for the camp. It was 
during that week that the Mef- 
fords began to feel the tug of 
the Holy Spirit, encouraging 
them to go to Montana and 
help with work among the In- 
dians there. 


Appreciation Given 
The missionaries for, the 
1966 camp were Rev. and 
Mrs. Parkes Marler, of Ko- 
rea. Testimonies of apprecia- 
tion for their visit and min- 
istry came from pastors and 


other leaders of the Montana _ 


churches. 

Mississippi women have 
gone to Montana through the 
sending of missionaries to 


camps, through the sending of* 


en have given of their money, 
of their prayers and of their 
influence they have shared 
with women in Montana. 


Our Work In 
Montana 


(Continued from page 1) 
Several of our churches have 
had the Montana work (some 
specific church) in their 
budgets also through these 
last several. years. 


While it must be recognized 
that ali cannot be properly 
recognized in this small space 
allotted we do feel that four 
laymen should be recognized 
especially for their efforts. 
They are: Charles Miller, 
Claude Townsend, Cooper 
Walton and Owen Cooper. No 
one knows how much time 
and personal finances th ese 
men have given to this needed 
work. All honor to them! 

Several times I have been 

asked: ‘‘Why Montana?” The 
only possible answer must be 
that some laymen and preach- 
ers saw the need in this par- 
ticular state and responded to 
it in a tangible way. 
- How long shall we continue 
this supplementary work? 
Who knows? T suppose we will 
as long-as they need us. 


i tie-=28 eRe 


‘ta’ assis: 


periences. for Baptists in this 


‘great Northwestern state and 


made possible for WMU lead- 
ership to attend summer con- 
ferences at Glorieta. Yes, as 


a 


ia 
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Nearly 200 Mississippi Bap- 
tists have served in Montana 
in various missi@s capacities 


since 1961, peording to 
Claude Townse Florence, 
chairman of Mississippi 


Baptist Pione@er Missions 
Committee. 

These include at least 77 
summer ae 50 laymen, 
sight wo! aig 60° pastors 
or church staff Members, in 
addition to otheré Perhaps un- 


\ 


known to the committee or 
inadvertently omitted. 

In a few cases the same 
person has gone to Montana 
on one or more occasions. 

Those going are listed be- 
low according to years, as fol- 
lows: —~ 


1961 
Owen Cooper, R. C. Mc- 
Glamery, Paul Nunnery, 


Chester L. Quarles, Cooper 
Waiton. 


1962 

Summer Students — Doug 
Bain, Arthur Blessitt, Carolyn 
Cooper, Jo Ann Huff, Bonnie 
Miles, Susan McGlamery, 
Grace Polk, Jimmy Peole, 
Charles West, Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert Pearce. : 

Women-—-Miss Edwina Rob- 
inson, Mrs. W. E. Hannah, 
Miss Marjean Patterson, Miss 
Ruth Womack, Mrs, George 
Lassett, Sr., Mrs. Owen Coop- 


Pioneer Missions Committee 
Coordinates Montana Work 


In 1961 a group of Missis- 
sippi Baptist laymen made a 
second trip to Colorado for 
a laymen’s crusade in the 
Denver and Long Peak Asso- 
ciation area. Following this, 
five Mississippi laymen went 
to Montana for another week- 
end crusade. 

This group was so im- 
pressed with the challenge of 
the work, the need and the 
opportunity that they felt an 
organized effort should be 
made by Mississippi Baptists 
to help this area. The plan 
was developed in connection 
with the Executive Secretary 
of the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention to organize the Mis- 
sissippi Pioneer Missions 
Committee composed of nine 
laymen and six pastors to co- 
ordinate the work between 
Mississippi and Montana 
working through the Colorado 
Baptist Convention of which 
Montana is a part. 

The plan called for the com- 
mittee to be appointed with 
each member serving three 
years with staggered -terms 
and each year the president 
of the Convention Board 
would name members for the 
vacancies. 

The committee has under- 
taken to finance the program 
by getting several hundred 
Baptist men and women to 
make ‘a contribstion of at 
least $5 each October and 
April. This has provided the 
principal source of support. 


Special contributions are 
séught in connection with 
sending the summer student 
missionaries to Montana and 


numerous Mississippi 


. churches, church groups and 
‘ individuals have provided fi- 


nancial assistance. 


Pioneer Committee 
Looks To Future 


By Claude Townsend, 
Chairman 


The joy and blessedness 
that the Mississippi Pioneer 
Missions Committee has had 
in working with Montana is 
beyond compare. Much has 
been done in the past five 
years, and we look to the fu- 
ture with great enthusiasm. 
Already we are making plans 
for the next five years of 
work. 


We plan to continue our 
present program with some 
changes as needed: 1. Send- 
ing pastors and laymen on 
evangelistic crusades 2. Send- 
ing students for Summer Mis- 
sion Programs 3. Assistance 
in buildings—(20 thus far) 4. 
Help recruit pastors for 


With a large mango tree as 
our church building, a fallen 
trunk as our pew, and the 
rhythm of distant drums as 
our background music, we 
worshiped the Lord Jesus by 
the wayside. Muslims wa)lk- 
ing along the road heard us 


us by proverb «and sermon 
and fable that we never miss 


the musi till the sweet-. 


voiced bird has flown? 


= : aro 


churches and missions 5. Help 
recruit tentmakers who would 
make their living from secu- 
lar work and provide leader- 
ship for the churches. 

Soon there will be a new 
convention oganized, consist- 
ing of Montana, North Dako- 


daily that we may follow 
leadership of the Holy Spirit 
in making all of the plans 

in doing the mission work 
God has called us to 


singing Christian hymns and 
stopped to see what we were 
doing. I thought to myself, I 
am. glad we are here 
open because it gives us a 


ville E. Senter, Tanzania. 


.Paptists Serve In. Montana 


: 


~ 


F 


i 


J 


FY 


: | 
i 


nit! 


ih 


F 
z 


j 


| 


i 


bistedese 


AMONG THE STUDENTS 


who worked in M 
church are five shown above. All stayed a year except 


ville is now at Southwestern Seminary, Arthur Blessitt is now an evangelist, Thomas Gill is 
a student at Mississippi College, Bryant Knigtt is a student at New Orleans Semimary and 


ary Union. Especially did we Mississippi Baptist wom- 


Mississippi And Montana 


AN EDITORIAL 


On Monday and Tuesday, October 10-11, at the 
Montana Southern Baptist Fellowship meeting in 
Great Falls, Montana, a number of Mississippi Bap- 
tists will join with Montana pastors and leaders, in 
recognizing the fifth anniversary of cooperation be- 
tween Baptists of Mississippi and the Southern Bap- 
tists of Montana. This special issue of the Baptist 
Record is published in recognition of that event. 


The men who five. years ago proposed that Missis- 
sippi Baptists work with Montana Baptists, most cer- 
tainly were led of the Lord. 


They were laymen who had caught a missionary 
vision, and were seeking a place in which to do mis- 
sion work themselves, and which would challenge oth- 
er Mississippians to participate. 

They found such a place in Montana, a pionéér 
mission area, which had been entered by Southern 


Baptists.only a few years before.. 


Montana was one of the states in the vast area *°"* ™rkers to assist in those programs. 


which had been made a part of the Colorado Baptist 
General Convention. 


—O. Henry (William Sydney 
Porter) ; 


Cooperation Begins 
These men acted. They presented the idea to the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board, and that group 
approved. A pioneer Missions Committee was formed. 
A working agreement.was made with the Colorado 


Convention, and the Home Mission Board. Migieien 


Baptists were in no-wise taking over the work 
Montana. It was, and still is, Colorado Convention ter- 
ritory, and they direct the program. Mississippians 
simly are lending assistance where needed. The Mis- 
sissippi Convention does not put any money into the 
work. All is done by individuals and churches, over 
and above their regular programs. : 
The steering committee began to work. It enlisted 
laymen and preachers to go to Montana to give a per- 
sonal witness for Christ, and to encourage and aid the 
struggling churches. The laymen went at their own 
expense. Pastors and laymen both were stirred by the 
needs, and not only opened their own pocketbooks, but 
came back to enlist their churches, and associations 
to do something to help Montana. Other pastors were 
sent by their churches to hold revivals and give other 
assistance. The WMU and Brotherhood departments 


Workers Sent — 
Young people were sent to work as 
sionaries. At least one student 


summer mis- 
had worked 


Individual Baptists gave money to aid in 
churches and pastors ro nb Others underwrote 
~s it possible for the little churches to 


Keith Rogers is working in Sidney, Montana. 


more years. 

What has it mean to Mississippi? Those many in- 
dividuals who have gone to Montana to aid in the 
work, even if only for a few days, have caught new 
missionary vision. Many more Mississippians have 
found spiritual blessing through their financial par- 
ticipation. Churches have broadened their mission vis- 
ion. Associations have extended their fields of serv- 
ice. The state has been blessed by hearing of the expe- 
riences of those who have gone out there to help, and 

_ by workers from there who have come here to tell 
“the Montana story. = . 

The zeal of the whole Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion for missions has been advanced by the ties with 
Montana. This. state has made its greatest advances in 
all mission giving in these five years it has aided 


Montana. 
What Is Ahead? 
What of the future? It should be greater than the 


Churches, 
r the most part, still are small and struggling. Many 
of the pastors do not have adequate support, and 
take secular work to support their families. 
Some of the churches have inadequate buildings, 
with debts, because their congre- 
and the advance is so slow. There 
are become churches, a on 
can be se- 
as funds 


Baptist witness. 
More “‘tentmakers” are needed, 
themse 


ives 80 Seba 


who 
ot in other 


— = Se ‘Laymen A: ; 
ontana and assisted in the éstublishiwent “ef yo oss OteyA--5 a 
Arthur Biessitt. Deug Bain of Stark- L. J. Beasley, Claude Town- - 


Jr., Robert C. Cannon, James 
E. Smith, Tom F. 
J. D. Ayock, 
Ovis E. 
Moore, Eugene 
C. Blanton, 
James W. Duke, Van H. 
din, Harry Kellogg, Curtis 
Burge, James F. Yates. 
, 96 * 

Summer Stadents -— David 
VenLandingham, Jr., Gary 
Lee Smith, Martin G. Resseii, 
Kenneth Walker, Jo Ann 
Johnson, Alice Ruth Le wis, 
Nancey Turnage, Karen High- 
Murff. me 


Prayer does met change 
Ged, but him 


* 
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_ Photographs and Reports from Montana Churches 


(In most cases both a photograph and story is used, while in a few only one or the other. In a few cases neither was available at press time.) 


Mt. Haggin, Anaconda: 


The first service of the ‘mission. jino 
Anaconda was June 10, 1962, at the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church. Rev. Arthur Biessitt, 
coliege student from Mississippi, and Roland 
Smathers were the only two in attendance. 
The next Sunday, they met in the unused Sa}. 
vation Army Church which was its meeting 
place unti] March, 1966. Vacation Bible Schoo} 
in July averaged 35 in attendance and saw six 
professions of faith. Mr, Blessitt conducted a 
revival the last of July. The mission was 
constituted into a church September 23, 1962, 
with 16 charter members. Its name was the 
First Southern Baptist Church of Anaconda. 

Rev. R, Thomas Hudson from Mississippi 
became the first pastor in December of 1962. 
During his one-year pastorate ten were added 
to the membership. 

The church was pastorless from Decem- 
ber until! June, 1964, when Rev. James L. 
Kirtley began his ministry. He is still pastor. 
Presently there are 32. members. 

March 6, 1966, marked a new era in the 
church’s history. Meetings were discontinued 
in Anaconda and moved to the West Valley 
Community Club building about two miles 
west of Anaconda. Thirty-seven persons at- 
tended Sunday school on the first Sunday. 
The name of the church was changed to Mt. 
Haggin Baptist Church suggesting the loca- 
tion in the West Valley with a beautiful view 
of the mountain. The Community Club and 
the church shared money and work to re- 
model the building. Two lots have been pur- 


' not-*cormapléte, the building was a vast im- 


provement over the “‘old bar.” 

6 ev. Cy Burrell Jones, of South Carolina, 
has''served' as pastor since the first Sunday 
in October, 1961. During this time there have 
been approximately 54 additions by letter, 
and 77 additions by baptism. 

The church has held D.V.B.S. each year, 
and three of the last five have been Standard 
schools. During the past five years the church 
building has been painted; second-hand pews 
have replaced folding chairs in the audi- 
torium; a baptistry (with a beautiful bap- 
tistry picture) has been installed; most of the 
floor has been tiled; some carpeting and a 
telephone have been installed; and a smal) 
electric organ is being purchased. 

Pastor Jones states, “‘When Trinity was 
begun in this community, only one other 
church was here-—-an Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Now there is a Lutheran, 
and a Methodist Church. The community is 
mostiy Lutheran—but there is plenty of work 
to be done among the lost, and the community 
is stil! growing. We feel the work will con- 
tinue to be quite slow, but there is definitely 
a need for our Baptist witness in this particu- 
Jar area. 

“Our greatest needs (as we see them 
from close at hand) are: PRAYER for the 
work; a Tent-maker music and education per- 
son; and brick veneering for our building— 
which still does not have as good a ‘“‘church” 
appearance as we'd like. Above all, though, 
is the need of PRAYER-—for wisdom, zeal, 
and strength to carry on for our Lord.” 


CASCADE is a mission of First Southern Baptist Church of 
Great Falls. Shown above is a northeast view of the lot where 
building is now under construction, with financial assistance. 
of a Mississippi Baptist layman. The congregation meets in 
the last apartment in the long building. Rev. Elmer P. Carter 


FIRST CHURCH, DEER LODGE, Rev. Binion G. Fleming, 
pastor — Baptist layman of Mississippi helped finance the 
church building. 


chased for a future church. The pastor began 
supporting himself as a Fuller Brush Dealer 
to help make these purchases possible. Actua) 


. 


KIRKWOOD CHURCH, BOZEMAN. 
tor, is shown in insert. The people of Wildwood Church, Laure, 


have given material support. 


* 


EMMANUEL CHURCH, BILLINGS. Rev. Cecil Osborne is 


a gemieae ek 


Rev, Martin Brooks, pas- 


money for these improvements and purchases 
came mostly from the Broadmoor Church, 
Jackson, Miss. This church has helped faith- 
fully to support the Anaconda work since its 
beginning in 1962. 

In May of this year a pastor's home was 
purchased, within a block of both the present 
meeting place and the future church site. 
Down payment and ciosing costs came from 
First Church, Greenville, Miss. This church 
was looking for a place to give a sum of $700 
while the pastor of the Mt. Haggin Church 
was praying for $800.00 making the connec.* 
tion. A layman of the Greenville Church do- 
nated the other $100. . 

Attendance is averaging in the teens’ since 
two main families have moved and a third 
has been gone most of the summer. Prospects 
are good but these factors hinder the work at 
this time: 1. Need for. adult leadership. (The 
pastor and wife are the only dependable 
active adults.) 2. Need for the pastor. to cut 
down from secular employment and put hear+ 
dy ‘full time on the fieid. This is in the plan- 
ning for the near future. 

Pastor Kirtley writes, “Since coming to 
Montana, I have served with full support, and: 
I have fully supported our family while di- 
verting support funds for expenses involved 
in the move ‘to the West Valley. .As-Paid, we 
may not acquire money at all times, but we 
need your prayers without fail! We slso 
could use ‘tentmakers’ will you sound the 
call for some?” 


Kirkwood, Bozeman 


Kirkwood Church, Bozeman, was organ- 
ized in 1959 under the name College Heights 
Church. The ministry was mostly with the 
college students on the campus of Montana 
State University. Three years ago the people 
had the vision to move out into the community 
—away from the campus—and establish a 
community church, feeling such a move 
would be best for the community and the uni- 
versity. 

Land was purchased on the west end of 
town in the fastest growing area in Bozeman. 
The name was changed to Kirkwood. They 
first met in the basement of the pastor's 
home, then later rented the facilities of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, and this past 
August moved into their own building. Rev. 
Martin Brooks and his wife Anna Beth moved 
on the field August 1965. Mrs. Brooks became 
the educational director — the second in Mon- 
tana to have an MRE degree—and Mr. Brooks 


is the minister and also the BSU Director on 


the MSU campus. In the past year, eighteen 
joined by letter and four by baptism. The 
first deacon in the history of the church was 
ordained. The BSU work is small and grow- 
ing; 6000 students enrolled this year at the 
university. The church is in need of funds to 
complete the basement into classrooms. 


Floral Park, Butte 


The Flora Park Church, Butte, started as 
a mission of First Southern (now Immanuel) 


: of Billings. It was constituted in 1956 with- 32 


Emmanuel, Billings 


Emmanuel Church, Billings, was organ- 
December 7, 1952 with 32 members. It 


charter .members. Eleven of those are stil] 
members. Val 
The ‘church bought property with a pas- 
torium in 1956. The first building unit was 
finished, in 1959. A 
et ey ere 


_ can-aecommodate.200"in Sunday school. ‘Th 


propel 


Seventh Day Adventist Church building. In, 
1953 the church moved into newly acquired 
property, the old Trinity Lutheran Church 
property. In September, 1954, a pastorium 
was purchased, and the old one used for an 
educational building. 

Emmanuel Church was the beginning of 
Southern Baptist work in Montana. It has 
sponsored nine churches in Montana and two 
in Wyoming. It has had part in organizing 
the First Southern Baptist Association of 
Wyoming and Montana; the First Southern 
Baptist district composed of churches in 
Wyoming, Montana, North and South Dakota; 
the first regional convention composed of 
churches in Wyoming, Montana, North and 
South Dakota; the first state .convention 
known as the Colorado-Baptist General Con- 
vention which was composed of churches in 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, 


The ‘church first’ met- ina school 
then in the pastor's home, and six years ago 
entered the new building, made from an old 
army barracks. Most of the construction was 
volunteer labor. The inside- work on the new 
wing was also volunteer labor. 

The present membership is 208, with 130 
resident. They average 63 in Sunday school 
and 46 in Training Uion. Local annual offer- 
ings are $7,400. Last year the church had 33 
additions, seven by baptism. 

“Butte is predominantly Catholic,” says 
the pastor, Rev. Nelson J. Engelbrecht, “and 
Baptist church growth has been very slow. 
it is also a mining city which is no induce- 
ment toward godliness. We are needed here 
badly and plan to stay and grow a church.” 

The work is undergirded by monthly con- 
tributions from First Church, New Albany, 
Mississippi. 


Conrad Mission 
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FIRST CHURCH, GLENDIVE—The educational building, pic- 
tured, was constructed with the assistance of Mississippi Bap- 
tist laymen, Rev. Marshall Strother is pastor, 


HIGHLAND CHURCH, GREAT FALLS received financial as- 
sistance for construction, from First Church, Yazoo City. Their 
present building is pictured. Their first meeting place was in 
a@ garage. Rev. A. D. Mayfield, Jr. is pastor. 
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peer : 
CALVARY CHURCH, HELENA—The pastor's home (top) was 
made possible through ‘the assistance of a Mississippi layman. 
Rev. Edward E. Evans, pastor, is shown in insert. The church 
building (bottom) is called the “Joe Thomas Odle Memoria} 
Chapel.” The first efforts hy Southern Baptists to witness in 
Helena, Montana, were made by the late Joe Thomas Odie, 
who in the summer of 1954 spent a month taking a religious 


survey of the city. He was the son of Dr. Joe T. Odle, editor 
of the Baptist Record. 


EAST HELENA MISSION, HELENA--Mississippi Baptist lay- 
men helped with financing. Rev. Donald R. Gribble is pastor. 
This is a mission of Calvary Church, Helena. 

re 


HELENA VALLEY CHURCH, HELENA—Esch of the three 
buildings shown was donated by a different Mississippi lay- 
man. Rev. Richard Baker, pastor. - . 


EASTHAVEN CHURCH, KALISPELL—Rev. Robert E. Wall, 
pastor, was formerly pastor of Easthaven, Brookhaven. Con- 
tinuing financial assistance has-been and is provided by First 
Church, Brookhaven, and Easthaven Church, Brookhaven. The. 
building above was erected with their assistance and the 
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. for the Indians on the Fort Peck 
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Powell coynty. There are approximately 4,600 


areas of the community. There has 
@ great number added to the church but 
future is much brighter than in past. times,” 
says Rev. Binion Fleming, pastor. 

There are several small communities 
will have the possibilities of establishing 
ble classes in the future. 


that 
Bi 


First, Forsyth 


This church is located in a small city in 
the ranch country along the Yellowstone Riv- 
er, about 100 miles northeast of Billings, in 
southeastern Montana. The church has a nice 
building and a pastor’s home. 

For the past several years Rev. Forrest 
Williams served as pastor, much of the time 
supporting himself by school teaching. Bro. 
Williams died a few months ago, and the 
church presently is without a pastor. Rev. R. 
L. .Mefford former Mississippian who now is 
a missionary to the Indians at Lame Deer, 
has been supplying the pulpit, while Jaying 
groundwork for beginning the work at Lame 
Deer. 

He writes concerning the work, “As you 
recall, Bro. Forrest Williams, their former 
pastor, died two weeks after we arrived in 
Montana, and I have been supplying the pul- 
pit. It is same 60 miles to the north of us and 
is the nearest Baptist Church. 

“The Forsyth people desperately need a 
prayer concern, for they are few in number, 
and have suffered the loss of several key fam- 
ilies in the past week due to transfers, and of 
course, the death of Bro. Williams was a se- 
vere blow. The church has made its presence 
known in the area, and is now fully recog- 
nized as a force for-good in the community, 
but the future is potentially bleak. They must 


have a man who can support himself, for they - 


can provide only $60.00 per month salary at 
this time. They are obligated to the amount 
of just over $200.00 per month for their build- 
ing and pastor’s home, this with only 25 
members.” 


Calvary, Glasgow 

Calvary Church, Glasgow, was organized 
September 4, 1959, by Air Force families 
from the Glasgow Air Force- Base. In 
its seven-year history, the church has or- 
dained six preachers and fourteen deacons; 
a mission was begun in Opheim, Montana, 
and it is now a_ self-supporting church. 
Presently, the church is operating a mission 
Indian Res- 

ervation. = 
When the missionary recently transferred 
from the Reservation to another field of serv- 
ice, Calvary was called upon to supply the 
pulpits of the mission in Wolf Point, First 
Church in Poplar, and another mission in 
Brockton. Dedicated laymen drove the ninety 
miles to these fields of service every Sunday. 
Pastor Byron Banta writes, ‘‘Our church 
is under the sentence of death. At least, that 
is the feeling of some. The Defense Depart- 
ment has decreed that the huge Glasgow Air 
Force Base will close in mid-1968. Almost the 
entire membership of our church is military; 
progress in reaching the local populace has 
been slow. This means that we will not have 
@ space problem for a while! Pessimists and 
other unbelievers seem to think that our 
church's doors will close when the Base 
closes. We heartily disagree. We are con- 
vinced that in a town where over 70% of the 
population does not even go to church on Eas- 
ter Sunday, there is a need-for an evangelical 
3. is as b 


our people love the Lord and they are tithers. 


We will have a need for some assistance 
then.” 


First, Glendive 


In January, 1953, Rev. Frank Sutton, su- 
perintendent of missions of the Arizona Bap- 
tist General Convention, and Missionary 0. 
R. Delmar drove to Glendive, 230 miles 
northeast of Billings, where a mission had 
been started the year before. The men went 
to survey the possibility of a mission in Gien- 
dive, a center of oil activity in the Williston 
Basin. 


The two men located a place for services 
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@Qeen in Montana. 
; Then in 1958 Shell Oi! Company moved its 
church membership decreased 35 due: to 
er. But gradually the church recovered 
the blow. 

__ Rev. Stayton Jones was the next pastor. 
difices to Billings, oi} exploration decreased, 
Then in March, 1962, Rev. Marshall Strother, 
the present pastor, moved ‘to-Glendive. 
“fet education building was dedicated 

y 12, 1964. Pastor Strother says, ‘‘With- 
out the help of Mississippians it would have 
been impossible for us to erect our education- 


. ab building. A Mississippi layman arranged 


the interim financing and made a sizable con- 
tribution. After the building was complete we 
were able to get a loan on it and pay off the 
amount used in interim financing. 

“We earnestly desire the prayers of the 
people of Mississippi.” 


First Southern, Great Falls 


First Southern Baptist Church, Great 
Falls, was organized with 29 charter mem- 
bers on September 1, 1963. It was the second 
Southern Baptist church in Montana. The 
first pastor was Dr. Claude J. Williams, who 
wrote soon after the organization “Though 
few in number, young in years, and mostiy 
inexperienced in church operation, this little 
group did not lack faith, courage and vigor 
to meet the challenge.” 

In its almost 13 years of service 
the church has had three pastors, C. J. Wil- 
Hiams, 1953-50; James W. McCulla, 1959-1963; 
and Lewis E. Dawson, 1953 to present. 

In early years the church met in the 
YWCA and in school facilities. In 1955 the 
main structure of the present building was 
erected, and in 1961 a basement addition was 
added. About the same time a pastor’s home 
was secured. Property value today is almost 
$60,006 with an indebtedness of about $47,000. 

Over 875 people have. been members of 
the church during its 13-year history, and the 
present resident membership is 155. Because 
the church is near an air base there is a rapid 
turnover in members. In the past six years 
117 people have been baptized. Average Sun- 
day school attendance for the past year is 77 
with 42 average in Training Union. 

During its brief life the church has estab- 
lished ~8 missions, and it sponsors three 
church type missions at the present time. 
They are the Immanuel Mission at Havre, 114 
miles northeast; the Cascade mission, 25 
miles south; and the Conrad mission, 56 
miles north. The pastor of First Southern for 
many months at a time, has driven the long 


~ distances to one of the latter two missions 


to hold services on Sunday afternoon. 

Second Baptist Church, Indianola makes 
regular contributions to the mission at Havre. 
Mississippi laymen are 


assisting in the construction during the past 
sunmer. 

Three . Mississippi young _women. have 
served as secretaries of First Southern, dur- 
ing the past three summers. 


» Westside,’ Great Falls 
Highland, Great Falls, sponsored the 
Westside Mission of Great Falls. Services be- 
a 


gan in 
took up 
1960 


A new pastor, Rev. Louis M. Belcher, be- 
gan work in 

pleted a very successful Bible 

school, with 74 enrolled and an average at- 
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MILES CITY--(2) Old church bu . Mississippians heiped 
in downpayment on this building, as well as with the 
salary. (2) The Adventist Church building which the Baptists 
are now renting. (3) Pastor Loyd Napier lives in 
Schlater Church provided the downpayment for 
view of the new church under construction. 


FIRST, POPLAR is without a paster now. The pastor's hame 
pictured above was given by a Mississippi layman. .A govern: 
ment surplus building at Fort Peck Indian Reservation, it was 
purchased and moved to a site adjacent to the church building. 


and his wife at extreme left. Their three sons, Matthew, 6, 
Bobby, 16, and Daniel, 16 months, are 
The Sidney work is supported by First Church, 
and First Church, Greenville. 
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have adequate furnil _ In the winter, when 
income is very low, there is difficulty in meet- 


Immanuel Chapel, Havre 


Havre is a city of 12,000, the largest-city 
in north. central M , the county seat of 
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bership, and are slow and deliberate at mak- 
decisions) they became excited 


mostly due to the 
, Indianola, 


Calvary, Helena 
The first efforts made by a Southern Bap- 
tist to witness in Helena, Montana, were 
made by Joe Thomas Odle in the summer of 
1954 when he spent a month taking a religious 
survey of the city. 
A Mississippi College 


stricken with cancer, 
January. He was the son 
editor of the Baptist Record. 

A full-time mission was begun in 1957 and 
a church was organized on June 15, 1968, with 
Rev. Albert M. Casteel as pastor. In July 
4950 construction began on the ‘‘Joe Thomas 
Odle Memorial Chapel” which is the present 
church building. Casteel resigned in August, 
1965, to enter language school in San Antonio 
in preparation to mission work with the 


was called as pastor 
been the mother church’ for 


s pastor there now. Helena Valley 
‘ was started in 1950 and or- 
R. L. Bak- 


church plans to convert it into an auditorium, 
which will cost us $8,000. We have $1,000 in 
building fund, but our problem lies in find- 
ing_someone to Joan us the remainder. We 
have complete underwriting available for ten 
years.” : 


Easthaven, Kalispell 


While preaching in a revival in Helena 
Robert E. Wall, of Mississippi, visited the 
Kalispell area. The challenge of pioneer mis- 
sions and call of God to the young preacher 
and wife could not be mistaken. 

Easthaven Baptist Mission began meeting 
in the basement of the pastor’s home. Trinity 
Baptist Church, Missoula was the sponsor. 
Three months later facilities at a local lodge 

mtown were made available. 

September 29, 1963, the mission became 
Easthaven Baptist Church with 21 charter 
members. One of the first things that the 
newly constituted church did was to purchase 
property for a building site. The church was 
missionary at the beginning voting to give 
seventeen percent of their undesignated re- 
ceipts to world missions. 

In June 1965 a mission was started in 
Libby, Montana. 

Pastor Wall writes, “As we look back, the 
road of tomorrow doesn't seem to be quite as 
long and difficult. From no church in 1962 to 
a membership of 45; from no Sunday school 


that is gaining community acceptance. The 
road is paved with the victories of yesterday, 
the challenges of today, and the promises of 
tomorrow. We acknowledge the victories, we 
accept the challenge and we claim the prom- 
ises. Undergirded by the continued prayers of 
Mississippi Baptists we shall triumph!” 


The need for a Baptist work in -Libby, 
Montana, was recognized by Rev. Robert 


Wall, pastor of the Easthaven Church, Kali- 
spell. In 1963, the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion sent a summer mission worker to Libby 
to work with Mr. Wall in organizing a mis- 


Brian Knight, stayed on 
sion and organize the work in Libby. 

In 1965, Rev. Bill Tidwell, Jr. came from 
the Golden Gate Seminary as pastor. While 
he served as pastor, the mission became an 
organized church. A lot was purchased and a 
building erected with the aid of First Church, 
Yazoo City, Mississippi, and a loan from the 
Home | Board. 

In December, 1965, Mr. Tidwell was re- 
called to active duty to serve as a chaplain in 
the armed forces. During the next seven 
months, the church was without a pastor. Yet, 
it continued to progress with a small but faith- 
ful membership under the leadership of Jim 
Hickman, chairman of the trustees. In July, 
1966, the church called Rev. Donald L. 
DeGarmo from the New Orleans Seminary 
as pastor. 

‘The present membership of the church is 
21; however, the usual attendance at services 
is in excess of this number. Sunday School 
enrollment is 28, but the average attendance 
forthe past several months has been 37 with 
a high of 45 on September 11. The church is 
experiencing growth in every department. 

The sanctuary of the church is complete, 
but the basement which houses the Sunday 
school rooms needs quite a bit more work. 
The greatest need at the present time is for 
room dividers to divide the fellowship hall 


to for Sunday school ‘classes. 
Tass < = < 


" ment, This 
Church within 100 
made to reach as many young people as pos- 
sible. The pastor says ‘‘our needs are great, 
and our faith, we pray, equally as great.” 


Absaroka Heights, 
Livingston 

During 1963, Thomas Gill, a student from 
Mississipii College, spent the summer in Liv- 
ingston, in an ‘effort to establish Southern 
Baptist work there. He was successful in en- 
listing two families and getting a mission 
started, under sponsorship of Southside, 
Billings. 

When he returned to school, a layman 
from Billings, Ira Sumner, commuted 115 
miles to carry on. Later, Rev. and Mrs. Roy 
Garrison of Noxubee County, Mississippi, re- 
signed Ruhama Church and went to Liv- 
ingston to provide pastoral leadership. At that 
time, there were only two active members. 
The work was organized into a church in 
May of 1965 with 25. charter members. 

The present membership is 28, and the 
Sunday school enrollment is. 7, which in- 
cludes a senior Adult extension class at a lo- 
cal rest home. ; 

In March of 1965, a building was started 
onlots_ purchased_by First Church, Green- 
ville, Miss.’ with two Yazoo City laymen pro- 
viding interim financing. The building was 
occupied for services on Monday 1, 1968, and 
at the present is about 80 per cent complete. 

In the summer of 1965, a Meridian lay- 
man and two student helpers, from Tupelo 
and Yazoo City, spent six weeks working on 
the building. Their labor was donated. They 
were assisted by Garrison and other members 


1965, and $100 per month 
Flat Church, Winston Association, Miss., is 
giving one per cent of undesignated offer- 


; from gifts of less than . 


isfactory for a while. as 
In February, 1965, Rev. 


Loyd Napier vent to Miles City as pastor. 

A house has been purchased for the pas- 
tor’s home. The down payment for the home 
was provided by the Baptist Church at Schla- 
ter, Mississippi. Rev. J. E. Drane, pastor. 

Attendance has reached 100 and addition- 
al space was necessary.’ The church has 
launched out in a building program. Bonds 
are being sold and it is anticipated that in 
the near future the new building will be 


~ 


Trinity, Missoula 
Trinity Courch, Missoula, has recently 
called Rev. Wayland Holbrook as pastor. He 
began his work August 14, moving to Mon- 
tana from Riverside Association in Tennessee 
where he served as superintendent of mis- 
sions. The Holbrooks have two children, 
Sherry, 5, and Ralph, 3. 
The church has ten active families, a 
of 25 members. The average Sunday 
hool attendance is between .35 and 40. Of 
the ten families there are only five men who 
are active. At the present the church is meet- 
ing 


tana, it is the fastest growing with the present 
population of more than 40,000. The Univer- 
sity of Montana is located there. Plans are 
being made to have a BSU on campus, aided 
by two church members on the university 


faculty. Trinity is the only Southern Baptist 


church in the city and the closest one is 70 
miles away. 

From the community of Seeley Lake, 55 
miles north, a Southern Baptist family re- 
quested that Trinity begin a mission in their 
community. They plan to conduct the first 
services there the second of October. A Fel- 
lowship Sunday School will be held on Sun- 
days. ’ 


Sidney Mission 

The Sidney Mission of Glendive Church 
has an optimistic outlook, according to its. 
new pastor, Rev. Robert Kerby. 

He started his work at the mission Au- 
gust 28. There were 23 present, including 3 
from Glendive for the morning service. On 
September 4 there were 25 present including 
5 from Glendive for the morning service. 
There were 16 for the evening service on 
September 4 i 

“ Mr. Kerby is teaching the 8th” grade in 
Fairview, North Dakota, which is about 13 
miles from Sidney. Some with whom he has 
made contact there have visited the mission 
and others have said that they would attend. 
-- he Glendive “Church has given the 
Kerbys a- pounding in which more than a 
month’s supply of groceries were provided. 
Mississippi Col- 


TRINITY, BILLINGS’ first meeting place was an old abandoned 


bar (pictured) which they rented for $125 a month. 


present pastor, arrived on the field. 

Sunday school attendance began to grow 
and before entering their new building was 
averaging 55 each Sunday with six classses 
in the Odd Fellows Hall and one in the Fire 
Station and one in the Jail! 

The first service was held in the new 
building in June, 1964. Presently the church 
has completely filled its available space and 
plans are being made to add an educa- 
tional wing. They will need help in financing 
this building. 

In December of 1964 the church organized 
a mission at Whitehall, a town of similar 
size and need, 30 miles away. This work has 
developed and now has a nice new building 
but does not have a pastor. Ira Sumner, who 
served as interim pastor at Three Forks, is 
serving as interim pastor there. 

First Church, Three Forks has a mem- 
bership of 82 including the Whitehall Mission. 
Sunday School enrollment is 106 at Three 
Forks and 40 at Whitehall: This past associa- 
tional year 21 were ‘baptized> at Three Forks 
and 9 at Whitehall. 

First Church of Quitman, made it possi- 
ble for Three Forks to build by underwriting 
a $10,000 loan and making payments of $125 
a month on it. A layman in this same church 
also bought all the bonds necessary to enable 
the church to finance their pastorium. 

First Church, Pachuta, joined with the 
Quitman church to make it possible to pur- 
chase the property on which to build. Other 
churches in Texas, Alabama, and Louisiana 
shared the load. Help has come from nine 
states and over 100 different sources in the 
brief four-year history of this church! 


Whitehall 


Pastor of the Magnolia Street Church, La 
rel, has led. in the purchasing of land 
Whitehall and his church has had a monthly 
part in providing for their various financial 
needs. Clarke County Association has been 
supporting the work in Whitehall with $150 
per month. This .is something that nearly 
every association in Mississippi could do! 
Through the generosity of a layman in Geor- 
gia who provided interim financing they have 
an adequate building: Also many individuals 
have had a part in providing for their finan- 
cial needs. 

The work at both Whitehall and Three 
Forks is truly pioneer work. These are na- 
tive churches and neither one has any mem- 
ber who was Southern Baptist until they 
joined there! They are both in towns that 
have no other evangelical witness! They are 
both in- towns that will be growing in the 
future. ~ 


«What their needs? They both need 


ry Schoot attendan: d = = 
ilies were represented in this number. By.the ; 


end of January this year, all but one family 
had moved away.-This {amily has remained’ 
faithful. 

The front part of the building where the 
mission meets for ‘worship was originally a 
Girl Scout lodge. It has a large fireplace and 
is all one room. An addition was made to the 
building, which is about 30 x 50, and is ideal | 
for worship services. An average of $37.50 is 
paid each month for rent. The mission uses 
the building for Sunday services only. They 
are allowed to use the folding chairs and 
piano and have a storage cabinet for hymn- 
books, literature, etc. The major problem as 
the mission grows will be space for Sunday 
school classes to meet. 


First, Shelby 


The First Baptist Church was organized 
in 1954, and erected its building about 1956. 
No picture was available as we went to press 
with this issue. 

Shelby is a small city of about 4,250 peo- 
ple, located only 35 miles below the Canadian 
border, in Northern Montana. 

Rey. Kenneth Roediger has been pastor of 
the church for about ten years. At the present 
time the church has a of about 
100, with approximately half of them being 
resident. f : 

A number of Mississippi, laymen and 
pastors have visited the church, and the First 
Baptist Chureh of Terry, has been sending a 
monthly cheek to assist on the building pay- 
ments. Other assistance 


Three 
tional me 
stor. These three needs then are listed: fi- 

» for our mission building, a pastor for 

our mission, and financing for an educational 
building,” writes Pastor Hill of Three Forks. 


Wolf Point Indian Chapel 


service in the First 
Mont., five candidates 
mbership. They 
west mis- 


In a March, 1966, 


dian Baptist Chapel is conducted on Thurs- 
day evenings. Byron Banta and a staff of 
teachers from the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Glasgow, Mont. travel a distance of more than 
a hundred miles each week to help. 

The Wolf Point mission is the third Bap- 
tist congregation on the Fort Peck Reserva- 
tion. 


First, Wolf Point 


as organized as a mis- 
. in 1953, It 


finished in 1960, The work 


ple of the church. 

town with a 

The church is entirely self supporting ex- 
ept that the pastor, Rev. Melvin Sudduth, 
‘secular job. The pastor's 

now twice as high 
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orks needs finar -“for-an educa— 
building. -Whitehall needs: a full-time 


iH 


Other Montana 
Churches 


The Baptist Record has not 
received articles or pictures 
from. the -following: 

Townsend, First, Rev. M. 
E. Allen, pastor. Union Coun- 
ty Association, Mississippi, 
has assisted with financing, 
and Calvary, Tupelo, has 
helped with the pastor’s sala- 


ry. 

Southside, Billings has re- 
ceived financial support for 
literature from Waynesboro 
laymen. Calvary, Jack- 
son, has also given financial 
assistance to Southside. At 
present, they have no pastor. 

Belt Mission at Belt is spon- 
sored by Highland Church, 
Great Falls. Rev. Elmer P. 
Carter is pastor. 

Lakeview Church, Baker, 
Rev. Wayne Naylor, pastor. 


First, Opheim, Rev. Bob 
Parker, pastor. 
First, Shelby, Rev. Ken- 


neth E.\ Roediger, pastor. Fi- 
nancial \assistance is being 
provided \by Terry Church of 
Mississippi. 

First Baptist Chapel, Fort 
Benton, Rev. Elmer P. Car- 
ter, pastor, is sponsored by 
Westside Church, Great Falls. 


Deacon Wants 


Mission At 
Yellowstone 


A deacon in the First Bap- 
tist Church, Three Forks, 
Montana, is leading a move 
to find a way to establish a 
Southern Baptist church in 
the little town of West Yel- 
lowstone, Montana. 

The deacon ts George “Dud” 
Ballard. He is Chairman of 
the Montana Treasure State 
Baptist Association Missions 
Committee. He lives in Card- 
well, Montana, but attends 
the Three Forks church. 

West Yellowstone is a small 

nts at the. 


dents are carried daily to 
schodls 65 or 80 miles away. 
The town has Mormon, 
“Roman Catholic and a-Com- 
munity Church. There is ho 
resident minister in the town, 
and none of the churches 
have services during the win- 
ter. ; 

George Ballard and his 
missions committee has be- 
come so concerned about the 
need for a Baptist witness in 
the community, that he has 
visited “West Yellowstone, 
sought out for a place to be- 
gin services, and talked to in- 
terested persons there. 

Now he has written a let- 
ter to many friends urging 
them to pray and give such 
help as they can, in assisting 


in establishment of the mis- 


sion. 

A Southern Baptist mission 
or church in West Yellowstone 
not only will minister to, the 
people who live there 
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set for Saturday, Octo- 
ber 8, according to Linuel 
Jayroe, director of admis- 


making plans for the day. 
feature being introduced this 


CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION & 
AREAS DISCUSSED AT MC 


., the religious scope, said “‘The 


Carey Enrolls 
Over 800. 


Approximately 800 students 
swarmed onto the William 
Carey College campus in Hat- 
tiesburg during the week of 
September 11-18 to begin the 
1966-67 school year. Registra- 
tion was still incomplete at 
week's end, but already it has 
passed the number for any 
previous year in the school’s 
history 


Bryant Hall, the new air- 
conditioned men’s dormitory, 
reached completion just mo- 
ments before 110 students 
moved in. Furnished with the 
finest in attractive and func- 
tional equipment, the building 
has alleviated the extreme 
housing shortage of last year. 
Carey now has six dormitor- 
jes, three each for men and 
women, and all are filled to 
either capacity or near ca- 
pacity. | 

A week-long strenuous ori- 
entation program was con- 
ducted under the supervision 
of the Student Affairs Office. 
Dean D. C. Martin led in the 
practical and spiritual prepa- 
ration of some 350 freshmen 
and transfer students for the 
year ahead, He was assisted 
by student campus groups 
such as the Student Govern- 
ment Association and the Bap- 
tist Student Union. 

Classes began officially on 
Monday. Classroom space, 
which was at a premium last 
year, was greatly improved 
by the addition of two large 
new lecture halls built from 
the rear portion of the school’s 


Thomas Fine Arts Center, to 
be occupied in a few weeks, 
will be the home of the entire 
Music Department. The va- 
cating of their previous facili- 
ties in Tatum Court's third 
floor has provided much more 
additional classroom and fac- 
ulty office space. _ 


We must somehow discover 
deeper, richer ways to com- 
municate in action—at the lev- 
el of love — what Christ real- 
ly means.—Baker J. Cauthen. 


all students, along with their 
sponsors, will be provided 
complimentary tickets to the 
game. 


Dr. McCarty, in discussing 


faced by the B 
tion Study Task (BEST) which 
met this past summer in 
Nashville, Tenn., were dis- 
cussed by Dr. Martha Bige- 
low, professor of history and 
chairman of the Department 
of History and Political Sci- 
ence; Dr. Sarah Rouse, pro- 
fessor of English and dean of 
women; Dr. Phil McCarty, 
assistant professor of Bible 


professor of English. 

Dr. Bigelow, speaking on 
the “Philosophy of Christian 
Higher Education,” said, 
“Christian education is edu- 
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View Expressed 


college campus.” 

“The most important ele- 
ment in determining the re- 
ligious scope of Christian 
higher education is the facul- 
ity,” he declared. “Christian 
emphasis in Mississippi Col- 
lege is assured by faculty per- 
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WILLIAM CAREY COLLEGE DEAN OF STUDENTS D. C. 
Martin, center, introduces students to opening 


Margarita Stallworth, Panama Canal Zone; Dr. Hales; Martin; 
Nancy Wilson, Hattiesburg; and James Durham, Tampa, Florida. 


RUSSIAN HEADS. EUROPEAN 


> 


BAPTIST FEDERATION COUNCIL 


His two-year term follows 
that of Jacob Broertjes of 


Haarlem, ‘Holland. Zhidkov / 


had been vice-president of the 
council during the past two 
years. 


Rudolph Thaut, Bad Ham- . 


burg, Germany, who has been 
general secretary of the Un- 


Petal, Rev. W. A. Fordham, 
pastor. The daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. R, F. Sullivan, she 
is a junior at Petal High 
School. (Mrs. John Martin, 
Jr. is her GA director, and 
Mrs. Cary McCoy, Jr. is her 
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ion of Evangelical — Free 


Baptist crusades in Spain and 
Brazil and by the planned 
western hemisphere Baptist 
crusade in 1960. - 

The evangelistic. thrust is 
almost certain to be a topic of 
discussion when a meeting of 


“Impact Revival” 


. Set For Guyana 


A big tent will soon he go- 
ing up at Bourda Green, a 
park in the center of George- 


"a 


_ news of God in Christ Jesus 
which will be presented there 
October 1-16,” 

These are the dates of the 
“Impact Revival” in George- 
town, the first major-evange- 
listic effort planned by Bap- 
tists of Guyana since Mr. and 
Mrs. Brady began Southern 
Baptist mission work there 
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Names In The News. 


Ellis Foster, Bobby 
Hudspeth, and Dillian Boyd 
were ordained as deacons on 
September 18 at West Jackson 
Street, Tupelo. Rev. Richard 
Clement preached the ordina- 
tion sermon; Robert Crisweli 
led the ordination prayer. 


J. T. Taylor on September 
15 celebrated his fifth anni- 
versary as minister of music 
at Daniel Memorial Church, 
Jackson, Dr. Alien Webb, pas- 
tor. Mrs. Taylor is church pi- 
anist and graded choir leader. 


Two Mississippi College art 
Professors will exhibit in a 


special showing at the LaFont 


Gallery in Pascagoula it was 
announced today. Sam Gore, 
chairman of the art depart- 
ment, and Bob Allan Duna- 
way, newly named instructor 
at the college, will display a 
number of their paintings at 
the Gulf Coast gallery. The 
exhibit will continue through- 
out the month of October. 


Linda Hornbuckle and Bren- 
da Sullivan, missionary jour- 
neymen, will be secretaries at 
the Baptist Theological Semi- 
mary, Ruschlikon, Switzer- 
land. They may be addressed 
at the seminary, Ruschlikon- 
Zurich, Switzerland. Linda is 
a 1966 graduate of Howard 
Payne’ College, Brownwood, 
Tex. A Texan, she was born 
in San Antonio, but grew up 
in Dallas. Brenda, native of 


general secretaries of Eu- 
Tropean Baptist national un- 
ions occurs. The council pro- 
Poses to sponsor such a meet- 
ing in Ruschlikon, Switzer- 
land, next March. 

Over 30 delegates from 15 
Countries attended the council 
session in London. They came 
from the following national 
groups — Austria, Czech- 
oslovakia, Denmark, Finland, 
France, England, Germany, 
Holland, It aly, Yugoslavia, 
Norway, Portugal, Scotland, 
Sweden and 

The council also chose the 
site for. the 1969 European 
Baptist Congress. It will be 
held in Vienna, capital of Aus- 
tria. The 1964 congress met in 
Amsterdam. 


Pontotoc County, Mississippi, 
is a 1966 graduate of Missis- 
sippi College, Clinton. 


Miss Mary Ellen Yancey, 
missionary to Nigeria, arrived 
in the States September 7 for 
furlough. She may be ad- 
dressed at Camp Hill, Ala. 
Native of Camp Hill, she did 
educational work at First 
Baptist Church, Langdale, 
Ala., prior to missionary ap- 
pointment in. 1947, 


Rev. and Mrs. Harry L. Ra- 
ley, missionaries on furlough 
from Taiwan, may now be ad- 
dressed at 2334 Coronet Place, 


Revival Dates 


Morrison Heights, Clinton: 
October 912; Dr. Wilbur 
Schwartz of New Orleans 
Seminary, evangelist; Rolland 
Shaw, minister of music of 
host church, singer; Rev. 
Charles Gentry; pastor; week- 
day services at 7:00 a.m. and 
7:3 p.m. Sunday services at 
usual hours.’ . 


‘S Perkinston: September 25- 
30; -Rev. Robert H. Posey, 
Birmingham, Alabama, evan- 
gelistic; “Alon Collitte, Hat- 
‘tiesburg, .song leader; Rev. 
Jerry Estes, pastor; services 
at 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 


Escatawpa Church: Sep- 

: tember 26 — 
_Oetober 
2; Evangelist 
Jim Carraway 
- (p le tured), 

“The Singing 
Engineer” of 
Shr e veport, 
_La., preacher; 
Don Cawthon, 
singer; Rev. 
Ralph H. Young, pastor; serv- 
ices at 10:30 a.m. and 7:15 
p.m, 


venient relationship to the 
Lerd, rather than a_ vital, 
death-to-self one. — G. Web- 
_ ster Carroll, Uganda. 


Mt. Zion Enters 
Development 
Ministry 

Mt. Zion Church , Walnut 
Grove, has entered the 1966- 


Dr, Ira Eavenson 
Eavenson Reaches 
50th Milestone 


Sunday, September 18, 
marked the 50th anniversary 
of Dr. Ira Eavenson's preach- 
ing of his first sermon. In 
1916, at Coldwater, Mississip- 
pi, he surrendered to the 
gospel ministry. : 

A large part of his minis- 
try has been in the Delta of 


«Baptist Convention; the pian 
is to stimulate interest in 
church work. Participating 

ehurches in a recently year 

recorded twice as mafy bap- 
tisms per member as the 

Southern Baptist Convention 

average. 

Each participating church 
selects projects relating to the 
local church, the local com- 
munity, and world-wide mis- 
sions. 4 

Pastors recognized for their 
achievement receive a parch- 
ment scroll and.churches rec- 
ognized for their’ achievement 
receive a plaque. A RECORD 
OF PROGRESS book is made 
under the direction of a spe- 
cial committee, The books are 
the basis for judging. 
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Jackson, Miss., 30204. He was 
born and reared in Kershaw 
County, South Carolina; she, 
the former Frances Bibb, was 
born in Moorhead, Miss., and 
grew up near Drew. Miss. 


Southern Hills 


Enters NewHome 


Sunday, Oct. 2, The South- 
ern Hills Church in Jackson, 
organized March 27, will 
move into the first unit of its 
new church home. 

Located on a spacious ten 
acre site on Henderson Road, 
between McCluer and Siweii, 
the present building, erected 
and furnished at a cost of 
$40,000.00,. will house both a 
temporary sanctuary and ed- 
ucational space. 

The sanctuary will have a 
seating capacity of 175. There 
will be two day-time services 
Sunday with an old-fashioned 
“‘dinner-on-the-ground”,, 

The pastor, Rev. David T. 
Cranford, will bring the mes- 
sage for the dedication serv- 
ice at the eleven o'clock hour. 

Dr. C. Z. Holland, of Mis- 
sissippi College, will speak. at 
the 1:30 o'clock service. 

The pastor and congrega- 
tion extend a most cordial 
welcome to all who wish to 
share this very special day. 


Arizona Board 
Sets New Work 


PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)—The 
Executive Board of the Ari- 
zona Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion here voted to recommend 
& 1966-67 budget of $601,918, 
to create a new department 
of work, and to promote a 
current staff member to head 
the new department. 

The board created the de- 
partment of church building, 
which will assist Southern 


Baptist churches in Arizona in 
planning, designing, and 
building construction. 


Bill Parker, associate direc- 
tor of the Baptist Loan Fund . 
of the Arizona convention, was 
elected to head the new de- 

nt? be 


Rev. Bob Louk 
Florida Church 
Calls Louk 


The Rev. Bob Louk has 
been called as pastor of the 
Tenth Avenue Church, 


from Pascagoula, where he 
Grove Church.. 


he received the B.A. degree 
from Mississippi College, In 


Rev. Walter Michael 
‘Everett was ordained to the 


